By ANTHONY CASKEY
The Brownsville Herald

RAYMONDVIILE — A
Willacy County jury Friday
afternoon delivered o $5.95 mil-
fion verdict against Nabors
Drilling USA, Ine. for fading to
truin an omployee about the
visks of drivirg 2 molor vehide
after working a praveyard shif

laines wmployee  Roberto
Ambriz fell nsleep at the wheel
at G:30 a.am March 17, 1048,
about 20 minutes after he had
ended his groveyard shift. Four
people died in the collision.

The families of the four people
who died sued Nabors for dam-
wzes.

Nabors Drilling USA, Inc. is
the lorgest oil and gas land-
drilling contractor in the world,
according to the companys Web
site.
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“This is the fixst time that a
decision has been won against
an employer; and specfically an
uil company, for failure to frain
its empinyees that work grove-
vord shifls about the risks of
driving nfter working a grave-
yurd shift,’ Brownsville attorney
Ray Marchan said,

Brownsville state District
Judge Menton Murray presided
over the trial, Marchon said.

Marchan was the lead afor-
ney representing family mem-
bers of the four people wha died
when their vehicle was hit head
oh by a private pickup truck
driven by Ambriz.

The collision oceurred on
Texns State Highway 490 os
Ambriz drove his 1895 Dodge
pickup truck essthound near
Raymondville, Marchan said.

No evidenss was found that

Ambriz was under the influence
of aleohol or drugs when the cal-
lision pecrrved, Marchen said,

Martin Rodriguez, 35, was
driving a vehitle in which
Leovarda Torres, 61, Roberto
Flscotn, 30, Jose Ramoen Gutier-
1oz, 16, were passengers when
Ambriz's truck hit their vehicle,
Murchan,

The four died in the collision,
Marchan said.

Ambriz died two days after
the collision, Marchan said.

Marchan said that because of
the cirendian rhythm, on inter-
nal cycle that governs sleep,
bumans were designed to be
sleeping, not working at night.

Since modem companies are
bucking human nature by hav-
ing their employees worl the
graveyard shift, something that
can lead to dongerous exhaus-

tion, those rompanies are
responsible for training their
workers about the dangers of
driving home after working a
graveyard shift, Marchan snid,

He said he viewed the verdict
as societal progress.

Just as 20 years ago a bar had
no responsibility if a customer
left its premises under the influ-
crxce of alcchol and had a [htal
secident but now does, employ-
wers who let their graveyard shift
employees drive after working &
graveyard shift without training
them of the hazards now have
responsibility also, e said.

Marchan said he expecis
Nabors to appeal.

“Yory rich ofl companies will
always appeal,” he said.

Officials of Naburs Drilling
USA, Inc. were unavailable for
comment Friday evening.



